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watching, after all, was perhaps a tournament,
not a battle.

It would not be very. easy for us now, and
perhaps it would not be particularly becoming at
any time, to analyse the position that has
been assigned to this Review in common esteem.
Those who have watched it from without can
judge better than those who have worked within.
Though it has been open, so far as editorial good-
will was concerned, to opinions from many sides,
the Review has unquestionably gathered round it
some of the associations of sect. What that sect
is, people have found it difficult to describe with
anything like precision. For a long time it was
the fashion to label the Review as Comtist, and it
would be singularly ungrateful to deny fhat it
has had no more effective contributors than some
of the best-known disciples of Comte. By-and-by
it was felt that this was too narrow. It was
nearer the truth to call it the organ of Positivists
in the wider sense of that designation. But even
this would not cover many directly political
articles that have appeared in our pages, and
made a mark in their time. The memorable